About ARAVAILI

ARAVALL (Association for Rural
Advancement through Voluntary
Action and Local Involvement), is an
autonomous organization initiated by
the Government of Rajasthan. We
believe that the benefits of growth
and development should reach to all
sections of the society, and especially
to the poorest and the most
marginalized people. Over the past
two yveats, we have evolved new
strategies and taken initiatives with
our partner NGOs to not only put in
place various processes and systems
to help the poorest and most
vulnerable sections of the society, but
also to question the initiatives which
are against the interests of these
people. Family Livelihood Resoutrce
Centre (FLRC) is both an institutional
as well as a programming innovation
in this ditection. The FLRC is an
innovative approach to dynamically
and systematically analyse livelihood
issues of the identified families as well
as build tools and skills amongst
functionaries to address the emerging
challenges with the aim of enabling
the most vulnerable to come out of
the poverty trap through sustainable
Measures.

The livelihood profile seties titled
TFading Margins...' is part of a series
of attempts from us to draw attention
of the state government and other
development stakeholders towards
the lives of the poorest of the poorin
the state and make development and
growth, inclusive and resonating with
the thythm of life of the pootest.
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'Two years ago, an accident changed her life.
She suffers every day. However, it was not
she but her husband who was the vicimin a
road accident. Meet 46-year-old Geeta
Kumati, a resident of Chapda village under
Zayal Block in Nagaur district. After the
accident, the responsibility to earn the bread
and butter for the family has fallen on her
shoulders. Geeta Kumari now lives with her
physically as well as mentally weak (due to
the road accident) husband Hariram, two
sons- 27-year-old Sunil and 17-year-old Anil

and Sunil's wife.

She continues to fight on many fronts. Geeta
Kumari was suffering from Asthma earlier
and two years ago, doctors diagnosed a hole
in her heart. She got the medical
investigations done at the district hospital
and also took medicines. However, finding
no improvement in her health, and the
medicines too costly, she stopped the
treatment. Instead, she started visiting the
village temple hoping for some miracle and
religious cure. This further worsened her
condition, limiting her to the bed. Then,
elder son Sunil doesn't cooperate and often
argues and fights with her when she asks him
to work and share the family responsibilities.
So,he has also become a liability.

The family belongs to the Bhargav
community, whose traditional source of

earning livelihood is to seek alms, food

* Names changed to protect identity
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grains, and oil from people on Saturdays.
However, due to ill health, neither Geeta
Kumati nor her husband is able to carry out
this traditional work. The two sons too do
notlike this traditional work custom and feel
ashamed to seek alms from people. So,
currently, the income from this traditional
actvity is nil. Then, due to il health for the
past two years, Geeta Kumariis also not able
to cultivate the family-owned unirrigated six
Bighas of land which earlier was a major
acuvity that contributed to the family
mcome. All these circumstances have
weakened the financial position of the
family, making it a daunting task for Geeta
Kumarti to run the household. She looks sad
and says that while she was in a financially
sound position, she always helped people
who came to her. Howevet, now no one is
reciprocating her kind acts. The family also
owns livestock, but there is no revenue

generated from them.

Worst of all is that though the family falls
under the BPL family category, none of the
members except Hariram enjoy the benefits.
The reason- the BPL card has photo only of

Hartiram and no other family member.

Younger son Anil is the silver lining in the
family. Realizing the problems and poor
financial condition of the family, he started
wotking in a furniture workshop eight

months ago in Jaipur.
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One of the off-
organizations of Urmul
Trust, Bikaner, Urmul Khejri
Sansthan (UKS) registered
itself in 1998 and has been
working in 95 Gram Panchayts
of Nagaur district. It has
been striving to suppott
and other

shoot

labarer class
socially and economically
marginalized population in
the atea on issues like
educational opportunities up
to primary level, supporting
migrant laborets both at the
source and destination,
benefiting marginalized
families by linking them with
vatious government schemes
and programmes, tights of
nomadic tribes (&albeliya,
vanvasi, efr), conducting skill-
based training programmes
for youths and engaging with
ultra poor families of the 13
selected villages in order to
understand theit livelihood
issues, their aspirations and
ptiotities to plan need based
interventions.

Urmul Khejri Sansthan

Village & Post - Jhareli, Jayal
District - Nagaur-341022
Phone : 01583-278255
Mob. : 9414864137

Email :
uks.rajasthan@gmail.com

The annual income of the family stands at
about Rs 47 400. This includes Rs 1,600
from the sale of livestock, Rs 4,800 as the
pension for physically-challenged Hariram,
Rs 10,000 earned by Sunil as a daily wage
labourer, Rs 22,000 earned by Anil from his
work at furniture workshop and Rs 9,000 as
the NREGS wages. Presently, there is no
income from the six bighas of land owned

by the family.

Food and medicine are the two major
expenses of the family. On an average, Rs
36,000 are spent on the medicines of Geeta
Kumari while on food the family spends
about Rs 18,360. Other expenditure is on
clothes (Rs 2,000), livestock feed (Rs 2,400),
goat grazing rent (Rs 400), and drnking
water (Rs 4,000}. The total annual
expenditure of the family amounts to Rs
63,600, leaving it with a huge deficit of Rs
16,260. The family balance sheet clearly
shows that about 60 percent of the
expenditure is on medical treatment. And
this too hasn't helped, as there is no

improvementin the health.

‘Rays of hope

If Geeta Kumari can be provided proper
medical assistance and treatment with funds
from the Chief Ministet's Life Saving Fund,
she can start working again which will
improve the financial condition of the
family. Counseling Sunil about his
responsibilities  towards the family and
training him in some better revenue
generating life skills will also help the family.
Sunil's wife studied up to class VIand can be

engaged in some Aanganwadi activities.

26 out of the 90 FLRC families in 12 villages
are such where the family income is
dependent on women and has been affected

due to them suffering from some illness.
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