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ARAVALI (Association for Rural
Advancement through Voluntary
Action and Local Involvement), is an
autonomous organization initiated by
the Government of Rajasthan, We
believe that the benefits of growth
and development should reach to all
sections of the socicty, and especially
to the poorest and the most
marginalized people. Over the past
two years, we have evolved new
strategies and taken initiztives with
ous, partner NGOs to not only put in
place various processes and systems
to help the poorest and most
vulnerable sections of the society, but
also to question the initiatives which
are against the interests of these
people. Family Livelihood Resource
Centre (FLRC) is both an institutional
as well as 2 programming innovation
in this direction. The FLRC is an
innovative approach to dynamically
and systematically analyse livelihood
issues of the identified families as well
as build tools and skills amongst
functionaries to address the emerging
challenges with the aim of enabling
the most vulnerable to come out of
the poverty trap through sustainable
measures.

The livelihood profile serdes titled
'Fading Marpgins...' is part of a seres
of attempts from us to draw attention
of the state government and other
development stakeholdets towatds
the lives of the poorest of the poot in
the state and make development and
growth, inclusive and resonating with
the rhythm of life of the poorest.
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Aged only 31, Roop Kanwar is leading a life
that truly represents the spirit of Rajputs, the
community she hails from. Seven years ago
in 2004, her husband died due to Cancer.
Though she sold all her jewelleties for
treatment of her husband, she couldn't save
him. Her mother-in-law died in 2009 while
her father-in-law died in July last year. So, in
the past 7 years, she has seen the deaths of
three family membets (Now, Roop Kanwar
is building a new hut near the Dba#ni, as she
believes the existing huts where the family
presently lives are not auspicious for the
family and also doesn't find these huts in
good condition for living). And today, she is
all alone shouldering the responsibility of
her 11-year-old daughter and two sons- 8-
year-old Shravan Singh and 7-year-old
Chhotu Singh. She lives with her children in
Dabaliya ki Dhani which falls under Kolu
Panchayat of Baitu Block in Barmer district.
The Dbani is located about 37 kilometets

from Baitu.

The family owns 20 Bighas of unirrigated
agtricultural land and 5 goats. It also reared a
camel which died last year from some
unknown iliness. So when alive, Roop

Kanwar's husband generated income from
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agriculture, livestock, by working as a
labourer and renting his cart to supply water.
However, after his death, the income has
reduced drastically and the family is passing
through difficult times. One of the main
reasons for this is that despite being the sole
bread earner of the family presently, it is
difficult for Roop Kanwar to work outside
her home, as it is not socially acceptable in
the Rajput community. This has made the
situation tougher.

To run the household, Roop Kanwar today
depends on income from work under the
NREGS, agricultute (which is rain-
dependent) and livestock owned by the
family. Though she earned about Rs 6,000 as
wages for the wotk done under the NREGS,
she cannot take up the work very regularly as
it doesn't have social acceptance. Thus, a
major source which could provide the family
regular income is limited. However, Roop
Kanwar keeps working outside home every
now and then, While working in her own
fields, along with the support from
neighbours, she earned about Rs 2,550.
From the 5 goats reared by the family, she
earned about Rs 2,000 annually. After the
death of her father-in-law, she has also

applied for Widow Pension. However, she is
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Lok Kalyan Sansthan (LKS),
Barmer, one of ARAVALI's
partner organizations in
Rajasthan, started working
with us on the FLRC
approach in 2007. LKS's
FLRC currently caters to 99
poorest of the poor
households in 15 villages of
two gram panchayats- Kanod
and Kolu of Baitu Block in
Barmer district. On the basis
of livelihood portfolio
analysis and consequently for
intervention design, the
FLRC families of LKS have
been placed under various
segments. The family
discussed here represents the
segment of families- 'Having
senile and disease-stricken
members'.

Lok Kalyan Sansthan
Village & Post - Baitu,
District - Barmer-344034

Phone : 02982-241521
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yet to get any response from the state
government. All her children ate studying in
the government school located near the
Dhpani and they enjoy mid-day meal there.
However, they have not been covered under
the “Palanhar Yojna”. Being a BPL card
holder, the family uses the supply through
public distribution system for its ration. The
annual income of the family totals to Rs
10,550,

The family spends about Rs 13,840 on food,
Rs 2,500 on medical treatment of family
members; Rs 2,000 on repairing the huts, Rs
2,500 on social functions and ceremonies, Rs
1,000 on clothes, and Rs 1,100 on
agricultural tools, taking the total family
expenditute to Rs 24,340 annually. This is
Rs 13,790 more than the family income.
Roop Kanwar is also having debt of more
than one lakh and fifty thousand rupees due
to “Mrityu Bhoj”, a customatry societal titual
done for her mother-in-law and father-in
law. Earlier, the financial help from her
father was a big help to Roop Kanwar.
However, he died recently and with him the
help that she got. Also, her brothet's are too
young to support her like her father.

Rays of hope

If Roop Kanwar starts getting the widow
pension, it will be a big boost to her finances.
Since she can't go out of her home, training
her in some life skill like stitching,
embroidery, etc which she can do working
from her home only would go a long way in

helping her resurrect her life.

PS:

The family belongs/ represents the segment
whete widow/ widowet has small children.
There ate 21 such families.
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