About ARAVAILI

ARAVALL (Association for Rural
Advancement through Voluntary
Action and Local Involvement), is an
autonomous organization initiated by
the Government of Rajasthan. We
believe that the benefits of growth
and development should reach to all
sections of the society, and especially
to the poorest and the most
marginalized people. Over the past
two yveats, we have evolved new
strategies and taken initiatives with
our partner NGOs to not only put in
place various processes and systems
to help the poorest and most
vulnerable sections of the society, but
also to question the initiatives which
are against the interests of these
people. Family Livelihood Resoutrce
Centre (FLRC) is both an institutional
as well as a programming innovation
in this ditection. The FLRC is an
innovative approach to dynamically
and systematically analyse livelihood
issues of the identified families as well
as build tools and skills amongst
functionaries to address the emerging
challenges with the aim of enabling
the most vulnerable to come out of
the poverty trap through sustainable
Measures.

The livelihood profile seties titled
TFading Margins...' is part of a series
of attempts from us to draw attention
of the state government and other
development stakeholders towards
the lives of the poorest of the poorin
the state and make development and
growth, inclusive and resonating with
the thythm of life of the pootest.
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There are four members in the family. The
head of the family is physically-handicapped
for the past 10 years; his wife suffers from
epilepsy since 2005 and their elder son's
heart valves are damaged. Can things get
wortse than this for a family? Situations like
these that force us to question if life is fair to
all? Baghroo Singh, who belongs to Rajput
community and is a resident of Gadaria
village under Jayal Block in Nagaur district,
keeps looking for answers to many such

questions.

50-year-old Baghroo Singh is the head of the
family that comprises his 48-year-old wite
Chunaut Devi, and two sons- 18-year-old
Ram Singh and 16-year-old Shyam Singh. A
couple of years ago, Baghroo Singh lost his
hand while working on a cutting machine.
'The accident left him handicapped not just
physically, but also mentally and financially.
After the accident, he was not able to work
for a long period, as a tesult of which the
tamily income reduced drastically. If this was
not enough, Chunauti Devi was diagnosed
with epilepsy (The “falling sickness” so
called because the patients falls suddenly to
the ground due to sudden loss of

consciousness.) six years ago while the
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doctors said that the heart valves of Ram
Singh are damaged. To meet the family
expenses and medical costs, Baghroo Singh
took loan from his relatives and cousin
brothers. Today, the outstanding loan, of
which there is little possibility of repayment,
stands at two lakh and eighty thousand
rupees and has become a major concern for

the family.

While the expenditure has been increasing
over the years, the means of income have
been limited. The family depends mainly on
agriculture (the family owns 4 Bighas of
land), labour wotrk, and animal husbandry
for earning its bread and butter. However,
agriculture again is totally rain-dependent
and the income is negligible. Additional
income is generated from the small multi-
utility shop (sale of mobile recharge
coupons is the main revenue generating
actvity) that Ram Singh runs in the village.
'The family income includes earnings of Rs
9,000 from NREGS, Rs 2,300 from the sale
of livestock, Rs 4,800 from the shop (Rs
1,800 from sale of mobile recharge coupons
and Rs 3,000 from the other items), and Rs
25,000 from working as labourer in far off
places. The family also owns a cow, but it

doesn't generate any revenues. Through

* Names changed to protect identity
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One of the off-
organizations of Urmul
Trust, Bikaner, Urmul
Khejhri Sansthan (UKS)
tegistered itself in 1998 and
has been working in 95 Gram

shoot

Panchayts of Nagaur district.
It has been striving to
support laborer class and
other and
economically marginalized
population in the area on

soclally

issues like educational
opportunities up to primary
level, supporting migrant
laborets both at the soutce
and destination, benefiting
marginalized families by
linking them with vatious
government schemes and
programmes, rights of
nomadic tribes (&albeliva,
wvanpasi, ¢ff), conducting skill-
based training programmes
for youths and engaging with
ultra poor families of the 13
selected villages in order to
understand theit livelihood
issues, their aspirations and
priorities to plan need based
interventions.

Urmul Khejri Sansthan
Village & Post - Jhareli, Jayal
District - Nagaur-341022
Phone : 01583-278255
Mob. : 9414864137

Email :
uks.rajasthan@gmail.com

these means, the family manages a total
income of Rs 41,700. On the expenditure
side, the family spends about Rs 17,620 on
its food, Rs 1,000 an clothes, Rs 35,300 on
medical treatment, Rs 2,200 on agriculture
related tools and equipments, Rs 400 as
travel fare to reach the work sites, Rs 1,000 in
loan repayment, and Rs 1,000 on social
tunctions and ceremomnies. The family
expenses total to Rs 58,520, leaving it with a
deficit of Rs 16,820, besides the outstanding
loan of Rs 2, 80, 000.

In the present circumstances, it looks very
difficult to increase the family income to
meet the deficit as after losing his hand,
Baghroo Singh is not able to do any heavy
labour work (He now rears the four goats
owned by the family keeps) and epilepsy has
limited the working abilities of his wife. So,
problems ate in plenty for the family
belonging to the “Above Poverty Line”

Category.

‘Rays of hope

In light of the circumstances of the family,
which currently is in APL category and can
be facilitated for inclusion in BPL category
which will entitle its members to the benefits
of many state government welfare schemes.
As can be seen from the above facts, a major
pottion of the family's earnings go in
medical investigations and treatment.
Helping the family get free medical
assistance for all the three members from the
Chief Minister's Life Saving Fund can prove
to be a boon for the family. Starting pension
for the physically-challenged Baghroo Singh
will also improve the financial health of the
tamily.

PS:

The family belongs to the segment where the
family is debt-ridden. 65 families from 12
villages fall under this category.
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