About ARAVALI

ARAVALIL (Associatdon for Rural
Advancement through Veluntary
Action and Local Involvement), is an
autonomous organization initiated by
the Government of Rajasthan. We
believe that the benefits of growth
and development should reach to all
sections of the society, and especially
to the poorest and the most
marginalized people. Over the past
two years, we have evolved new
strategies and taken initiatives with
our partner NGOs to not only put in
place various processes and systems
to help the poorest and most
vulnerable sections of the society, but
also to question the initiatives which
are against the interests of these
people. Family Livelihood Rescurce
Centre (FLRC) is both an institutional
as well as a programming innovation
in this direction. The FLRC is an
innovative approach to dynamically
and systematically analyse livelihood
issues of theidentified families as well
as build tools and skills amongst
functionaries to address the emerging
challenges with the aim of enabling
the most vulnerable to come out of
the poverty trap through sustainable
measures.

The livelihood profile series titled
Fading Margins...' is part of a series
of attempts from us to draw attention
of the state government and other
development stakeholders towards
the lives of the poorest of the poorin
the state and make development and
growth, inclusive and resonating with
the thythm of life of the poorest.
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Life doesn't stop, but it surely becomes
difficult in absence of a male earning
member in the family. More difficult,
when there are five daughters to be
looked after. Kantabai, aged 32, is facing
similar circumstances in her life. She lives
with her four daughters in Veervaas
village that is located ten kilometers from
the district headquarter Karauli under
Machi Gram Panchayat. Out of the 274
families living in the village, the Family
Livelihood Resource Centre (FLLRC) of
Dang Vikas Sansthan, Karauli has
identified 25 families that need
immediate attention. Though people
belonging to all castes and communities
live and work in the area, 95 per cent of
the families identified under wvarious
categories by the FLRC belong to the
Schedule Castes. Kantabai's family is one

among them.

The area is hilly and the land here is not
cultivable. So, wotk in the mines is the
main source of livelihood for a majority
of people in the area, Kantabai's
husband Amarlal Jatav too wotked in the
mines. He, however, like many others in
the area died of Tuberculosis (TB) in

December 2010

August 2010, leaving behind a family of
six to sustain themselves. Kantabai and
Amarlal had five daughters, aged 16, 12,
10, 6, and 4. While the two elder
daughters were married off in 2010
before the untimely demise of Amarlal,
their three daughters (including a
married daughter who hasn't been sent to
her in-laws' place yet, as she is just 10
years old) stay at home and one goes to
school and is in class IT1. Today, Kantabai
works as a daily wage labourer to run her
household. To make matters wotrse, the
family doesn't own any land, which could
have ensured some income. The family
uses nearby hand pump to fetch drinking
water and has no toilet facility in the
house. To bathe, the family membets
either go to the river or fetch water from

anearby well.

The major concerns for Kantabai ate-
repayment of the loan, marriage of her
three remaining daughters, and her own
support system after Amarlal's demise.
The family has an outstanding loan of Rs
44,000 (from 2a local money lender at an
annual interest rate of 24%) that was
spent on the marriage of the two

daughters and Amarlal's treatment.

* Names changed to protect identity
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Daang Vikas Sansthan
(DVS), founded in 2003 by
D Vikas Bhardwaj, has
been working in Karauli
Disttict of Rajasthan with a
mission to provide guidance
and suppott for generating
the employment
opportunities at the
community level for weaker,
tribal, poor, women,
disabled persons and
marginalized sections of the
society, to enhance
capacities of women self-
help group members and to
provide vocational training
to rural youth. The Family
Livelihood Resource Centre
at DVS has identified 340
families as the pootest and
the most vulnerable families
in six Gram Panchayats of
Karauli Block. The family
featured here represents the
segment of families wherein
“family income has been
affected due to the head or
the earning member of the
family suffeting from TB”.

Dang Vikas Sansthan
Padam Talab, Subji Mandi
Karauli

Phone : 07464-220772
Mobile : 94143 40578

Email :
dvs_karauli@yahoo.com
dvs. karauli@gmail.com

The younger daughter who goes to
school benefits from the mid-day meals
provided there. Though the family has
ration card, job card, medicine card and
an account in post office, Kantabai finds
it difficult as a woman to manage these
entitlements in light of the fact that there
is no male member in the house now.
Kantabai got work for 65 days under
MNREGS in 2010, which has given her
some relief. However, she was not paid
the minimum wages and earned only Rs
5,382. Besides, she worked in the fields
of other people for one month in
November 2010 to earn Rs 618. So, her
income from both the sources was Rs
6,000. In difficult times, Kantabai secks
help from her sister and brother-in-law,

who live in the same village.

Against this, the family expenditure on
food in 2010 was around Rs 7,500;
besides, it spent Rs 200 on agricultural
tools and Rs 650 on clothes. Of the
44,000 taken as loan most was spent on
theit daughtet's martiages and some on
Amatlal's treattnent. The family's annual
expenses total to Rs 10,200 leaving a
deficit of Rs 4,200.
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Rays of hope

The family can be helped with a two-
pronged strategy. While on the one hand,
their income needs to be incteased on the
other; its expenses too need to be
controlled. Kantabai is hoping that she
will start getting the widow pension soon
that will at least give her one regular
source of income tll the age of 58.
Thereafter, she will be eligible for old age
pension. Kantabai also wants to do Goat
rearing for sustaining their famuly.
Besides, the daughters in the family can
be trained in various revenue generating
skills like stitching, embroidery, etc. The
family members also need to be made
aware about TB so that necessary
precautions can be taken to avoid further
spread of the disecase to the other
members of the family. It also needs to
be ensured that Kantabai gets the
promised 100 days of work along with
the minimum wages under the
MNREGS.

PS:

The profile belongs to the category of
families where the income has been
affected due to either the head or earning
member of the family has died or is
suffering from TB due to working in the

mines.
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